Dimer formation by tRNAs.
Available data on formation of dimers and other oligomers by "mature" tRNAs and the transcripts of their genes show that the dimers may be formed in vitro during the purification of individual tRNAs as well as on heating and subsequent cooling of tRNA preparations. The functional activity of dimers varies for different tRNAs. Structural analysis of tRNAs that are able or unable to form dimers suggests the importance of the hairpin melting temperature for dimer formation. Pathways of dimer formation and specific structural features of tRNA dimers are discussed.